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] am very pleased indeed to be present
at this ceremony which marks the completion
of active Australian association with this
project.

In the three and half years since this
project commenced, a good deal has been
achieved. This fine centre, with its office,
workshop, parking areas, and housing settle-
ment, has risen from bare ground. Roads
have been built to — Yang Talad, from Tah
Pra to Kosum Pisai, from Ban Nam Pong to
Kra-Nuan, and work is proceeding on a road

to Manchakiri. The total length of these roads

SPEECH AT OPENING CEREMONY

OF KHON KEAN
FEEDER ROADS

BY HIS EXCELLENCY THE AUSTRALIAN

AMBASSADOR.
AH. LOAMES, OBE.
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constructed to date is some 150 kilometres.
In addition. access roads to gravel pits, which
also serve many villages, have been built,

totalling in length some 50 kilometres.

These works, if I may say so, are fine
monuments to the fruitful co - operation
between Thai and Australian technicians and
workers. For this project has been essentially
a co-operative effort. In monetary terms,
the Australian contribution has been something
ﬁn the vicinity of 68 million baht. The Thai
contribution has been somewhat greater. In
'personal terms, Australians engaged on the
project have been able to impart their
knowledge and experience to their Thai
colleaugues, and, in retern have benefited
from the knowledge and experience of their
Thai friends. It is an example of how friends
working together can pool their resources to
achieve a worthwhile result. Friendships have
been made, and I feel sure that they will last.
Some hardships have been suffered, and these

have had to be endured.
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The Australian members will leave
KhonKaen in October to proceed with a new
roads project at Tak. They will leave behind
them an efficient, competent organisation
to continue with the construction of roads

in this highly important area.

The establishment of adequate road
and other communications is of the most
importance to the economic and social deve-
lopment any country — we in Australia are
very much aware of this importance in our
own land. I have been conscious myself of
the changes wbich have come about in the
Khon Kaen and surrounding districts as a
consequence of the completion of these roads.
New crops have been introduced, and, for
many people, their lives have been transformed.
Roads, too, have great importance to prevent
the isolation of groups of people from the
administration and from each other. It is in
isolated and depressed areas that our dangerous
adversaries, the Communists, spread their

subversive and poisonous doctrines.
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We know the high priority given by

the Royal Thai Government to the construction

of roads in its national development plans. It
is for this reason that we have been happy—
indeed privileced — to provide what help we
could in the Khon Kaen projects, and it is
for the same reason that we are glad to
continue to assist in the construction of the

Tak-Mae Sod Road.
In conclusion, I should like, on behalf

of the Austraiian members of the Khon Kaen
project, to thank His Exellency the Governor,
Covernment officials and the people of
Changwat Khon Kaen, for th:ir hospitality
and for all their assistance in making the
Australians feel so much at home. They
- their Thai

would ish me also to thank
colleagues, with whom they for so long worked
side by side,without whose friendship and
co-operation this project would not have
succeeded.

It is my hope and confidence the roads
from this centre will continue to radiate into
surrounding districts for the increasing benefit

‘of the people, and for the increasing prosperity

of the Kingdom of Thailand.
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Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentleman,

The Khonkean — Yang Talad Road
is the first rural highway that the Australian
and the Thai engineers have jointly con-
tributed in its construction. = This Road
represents not only a symbol of international
cooperation between the two countries, but
also a productive factor of highest value in

the development of the economic status of

our people in the Northeast region.

The cooperative effort put into the

construction of this Road has rendered valua-
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ble practical experience and technical skill to
the Thai engineers and workers who partici-
pated in the Project. These technical experien-
ces derived from their Australian counterparts
would benefit them in their future works in

the development of rural roads in Thailand.

The Thai Government attaches great
importance and has given high priority to
highway network through out the country,
and in this connection a well planned pro-
gramme has been made. Therefore, this
projeot initiated by the Australian Govern-
ment and its people have made a ;ea] contri-
bution vto our effort to improve living
conditions of the people in the region of
the Northeastern part of our country. It
is always my hope that all international co-

operation which Thailand receives will be

fruitful and successful like this one.

I would like to say that Thailand is
deeply indebted to the Australian Government
and its people in this Project. It is not

simply because we have received such a
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splendid assistance from Australia, but because
of the freindliness and the personal devotion
which the Australian engineers and workers
in the Project have outstandingly demonstra-
ted against the hardship of a strange land
which they were unaccostomed to. During
these three and a half years, with their
dedication to work they have shown us vividly
how Australia has progressed to be such a
great nation. They truly represent the whole

Australian nation in this work.

I, therefore, ask Your Excellency to
kindly convey our deep sense of gratitude

to yonr government and your people.

In this auspicious moment, I take plea-
sure in declaring the Khonkaen - Yang Talad
Road, a monument of Thai- Australian co-
operative effort, open to all traffic for the

benefit of our Northeastern brothers.
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THAI-AUSTRALIAN ROADS PROJECT

The concept behind this project, first mooted in 1962, was something new in Colombo
Plan assistance.  Australia, in cooperating with Thailand to set up a road construction centre,
was to provide not only equipment for road construction, but also engineers and technicians to
train Thai staff in all aspects of road design, construction, and maintenance; and in the proper
use, maintenance and repair of the equipment.
Australia’s contribution to the project consists of :
1. Equipment for road construction (list attached).
2. Engineers and technical advisers.
3. Four years® supply of spare parts.
4. Workshop tools and equipment for the repair and servicing of equipment.
5. Tiaining aids (films and books).
Thailand provides all other facilities, including :
1. Depot buildings, office, workshop, Thai and Australian housing.
2. Staff and personnel.
3. Bridges and culverts
4. Fuels and oils.
The Government of Thailand’s part is implemented by the Highways Department.
The Australians come direct from the Snowy Mountains Hydro-Electric Authority, which is
acting as agent for the Australian Department of External Affairs. Work on this huge hydro-
electric and irrigation scheme with headquaters at Cooma m south eastern Australia, at present

under construction, has enabled its personnel to gain wide experience in the construction of
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éThai-Australian Road Centre Office-Khon Kaen

inexpensive all-weather roads, of the type so urgently needed in Thailand’s north —eastern
provinces.

By the end of 1966, when Australia’s direct participation will cease, it is expected
that some 40 engineers, 160 operators, 80 mechanics and 30 supervisors will have received
training, in addition to accountants, surveyors, storemen, drivers ete, Also, the construction of
170 kilometres of road will be completed, as well as survey and design for a furthur 130 kilo-

metres By that time the Thai staff will be able to continue on by themselves, and construction
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at the rate of 40-50 kilometres a year should be maintained, with the existing equipment
strength. o

Altogether, the project is expected to cost about 136,000,000 Baht ($ A. 5,800,000)
of which Australia s contribution will be about 70,000,000 Baht ($ A. 3,000,000).

The policies of the project are geared to the eventual establishment of the Depot as
a design and construction centre for provincial highways in the northeast region of Thailand,
and the utilisation of the workshop a Regional Workshop. = The Depot, which will remain as
the Department Regional Centre, includes office, workshop, soils laboratory and housing. At
present minor repairs are being done on some Divisional equipment, and the workshop is being
extended for this purpose. = Much of the equipment .suplplied, still has a real capital value and
will remain at the Centre.-

A1l aspects of the work, except bridge design which is done in Bangkok, are cargfd
out at the Khon Kaen centre. The bridges, like the building of the Depot and the haulingfof
* gravel, are done by contract, but all other work is done by the Highways Department,s own forces.

A considered policy of e‘ui'ploybin_g unskilled men as trainee operators and mechanics
has been adopted. Quite a number of these men come from local villages and have had only
very elementary education.. Training takes place on the job site, so the end result is the dual
bencefit of trained personnel and the transformation of four wheel drive, dry weather tracks
into modern all-weather roads. =

In addition to on-the-job training, three engineers spent three months increasing
their experience in Australia, and three mechanics and two operators each spent six months,
Four engineers are at present in Australia for a fear‘s training.

During the wet seasons, courses of two to four weeks's duration 25 engineers, 60
operators, 30 mechanics and two accountants have left after receiving training and experience.

The first equipmént for the project arrived early in 1963, and the work on the

Khon Kaen—Yang Talad road started in March of that year. Only four kilometres (2 miles)



Australian staff houses

Thai staff houses



Khon Kean - Yang Talad after construction
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Road before constiruction

of road was built that year because of the accent on training and because of delays in the
arrival of equipment.

Initially it was believed that all—weather gravel roads would suffice, and could be
maintained satisfactorily. However, due to the great number of vehicles using the roads, it
became obvious that black topping was essential, and this was agreed to in March 1965. Traffic
density of 90 vehicles per day outside the Depot in 1963 has now increased to 2,500. Black
topping has been completed on the Khon Kean—Yang Talad road, and it is expected that about

12 kilometres of the Tha Phra-Kosum road will be done this year.
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In o:rder to preserve and make best use of local materials it is expected that a
considerable amount of chemical stabilisation with cement and lime will be done. To date 3.5
kilometres of sub-base has been lime stabilised, 4 kilometres of base cement stabilised, and
approximately one third of the pavement machanically stabilised.

At first glance cost per kilometre of road built appears to be high, but it must be
remembered that this figure includes the capital cost of the Centre 10,000,000 Baht and the
additional cost of training. An accurate costing system was brought into operation in January
1965. Figures from this, taken in conjunction with overall expenditure to date, show the
average cost of the roads to be approximately 350,000 Baht per kilometre, excluding black
topping and bridges. As the average cost of these is respectively 90,000 Baht for black topping
and 80,000 Baht for bridging per kilometre, the average cost per kilometre of completed road
is about 520,000 Baht. This figure includes all survey and design, all construction and overhead
costs, black topping, bridges and training.

Work has been done in four provinces—Khon Kaen, Kalasin, Mahasarakham and Roi-Et.

The importance of these roads lies less in the increased comfort of travel than in
the access to outside markets they provide for farm produce. It is estimated that in Yang

Talad and Chieng Yuen alone, over 300,000 will benefit directly. The cost of freight and bus

fares has dropped as much as 50 % (bus fare between Khon Kaen and Yang Talad has dropped
from 15 Baht to 7 Baht), which has reduced the price of consumer goods. Villagers’ incomes
have increased wiih the cash crops, which can now be seat as far as Bangkok. The quantity
and variety of these cash crops of jute, sugar cane, vegetables and fruit, poultry and pigs have
increased, along with such domestic industries as caneware, basketware, and matting. = Farmers
need not now restrict their work to the few thinge like rice and vegetables, which previously
sufficed for local needs. Hitherto undeveloped land is being cleared and cropped as roads give

access where there was none before.
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Khon Kaen Workshop

The roads are bringing new life to the people of remote villages. On roads which
once were cart tracks, impassable for part of each year, children can now travel to regional
centres for higher education, and to work when that training is completed, the sick can reach
medical care, and the isolation which placed a barrier between government and people can be
overcome.

This Thai-Australian Roads Project, as it is known, is both an outstanding engineering
aid project and a gratifying example of friendship and cooperation for mutual benefit between

two people - Thais and Australians.
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